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Department of the Army

 Madigan Army Medical Center

 Tacoma, Washington 98431-1100











July 2004

Dear Colleague:


In an effort to assure safe medication practices and avoid potential errors, in 2004 the JCAHO (Joint Commissions for the Accreditation of Hospital Organizations) created National Patient Safety Goals.  Since the Madigan Army Medical Center is accredited by JCAHO, the Department of Pharmacy, both Inpatient and Ambulatory Care Sections, is required to comply with their recommendations.  One requirement is that each facility develops and implements a list of prohibited “dangerous” abbreviations, acronyms and symbols (see MAMC’s list below).  Before any prescription is filled, all abbreviations on this list must be clarified with the provider.  This will undoubtedly cause interruptions to your workflow and delays in the prescription filling process.  Please avoid using these abbreviations.

Also, the ISMP (Institute for Safe Medication Practices) has provided a list of error-prone abbreviations, symbols, and dose designations that goes beyond the minimum JCAHO requirement, which we have included for your reference (Encl 1).  Our recommendation is that you consider the risks involved with the designations listed and update any form of written, pre-printed or electronic prescription used.  For further information or details on this JCAHO requirement, please refer to www.jcaho.org or e-mail: ismpinfo@ismp.org. 

With Sincere Appreciation,









MAMC, Department of Pharmacy

Dangerous Dose Abbreviations

Trailing zero       

Lack of leading zero

U or u (for unit)

MgSO4, MSO4, or MS

I.U. or IU (for international unit)

Q.D., QOD

µg

T.I.W (Three times a week)

SS (Sliding scale, half)

Potential Problem

Decimal point is missing

Mistaken as zero, four or cc

Confused for one another.  Can mean magnesium sulfate or morphine Sulfate

Mistaken as IV, Intravenous or 10(ten)

Mistaken for each other

Microgram mistaken for “mg” when hand written

Misinterpreted as “three times a day” or “twice a week”

Misinterpreted as “55”

Preferred Term

Never use a “trailing” Zero

Always use a zero before a decimal point

“Unit” has no acceptable abbreviation. Write out “unit”

Use complete spelling for drug names

Write out “International Unit”

Write out “Daily” and “every other day”

Write “mcg”

Write out “thee times a week”

Write out “Sliding Scale” or one-half







